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ONE OF THE FREQUENTLY reproduced photographs of Sigmund Freud Shows 
him looking out of a train window, obviously to say goodbye to someone on 
the platfonn. Very often this photo has been used without explaining the cir- 
cumstances that occasioned it. The train was taking Freud into exile early in 
June of 1938, and his departure encouraged at least one photographer to docu- 
ment it for future usage. The majonty of those forced to leave their country of 
ongin at the Same time, however, went abroad without leaving similar traces, 
not only hecause they were less prominent than the founder of psychoanalysis 
but also because they had to flee secretly, hiding themselves in a crowd, or 
using paths where picture-taking was not recommended. 

Our historical knowledge about the fate of Nazi refugee intellectuals was 
for a very long time similar to the photographic documentation of Freud's 
going into exile-incomplete. We knew that some very prominent figures had 
to leave Austria around the Anschluss, but we did not know the details and, 
at least for the first half century after the tragedy, we lacked a comprehensive 
picture of this mass exodus. Serious research started only since the mid-l980s, 
yet much uncharted territoiy remains. 

This chapter presents an overview of one sub-group of Nazi refugees, one 
which we recognize today as social scientists whose roots can he traced back 
to Austria, and to Vienna in particular. In so doing, I aim to portray the char- 
acteristics of the entire cohort of refugees at least with regard to some of their 
characteristics rather than to concentrate on the prominent figures. Thus I hope 
to identify the social conditions, constraints, and opportunity structures they 
faced at three levels, from the macro level of social structure via the middle 
level of organizations and occupations down to differences at the individual 
level. Thus, when individuals are uamed they are only intended as illustrative 
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